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The Passover That Never Was?The Passover That Never Was?The Passover That Never Was?The Passover That Never Was?The Passover That Never Was?

I have always believed that the Exodus happened.
Blame it on Cecil B. DeMille and his Paramount epic
The Ten Commandments.  The narrative and accompanying
visual spectacle had an undeniable impact on my then
eight-year-old mind.  Viewing The Ten Commandments
as an adult, I had to chuckle at its creaky directing style
and stilted, operatic performances that were old-
fashioned even by Hollywood standards of 1956.

Years later, I would stand on Jebel Siyagha in Jordan,
looking towards Israel.  Siyagha is the highest point on
the Nebo range of mountains and thought to be Pisgah
(Hebrew for “peak”), the site where Moses viewed the
Promised Land.  Deuteronomy relates that Moses could
see all the way from “Dan to Beersheba”— a panorama
that encompassed a region roughly 50 miles wide from
east to west, and running approximately 165 miles from
north to south.  I could see far less as I squinted through
a smoky veil of pollution.  Standing there it seemed to
me that something had also clouded modern man’s view
of the momentous epic called the Exodus.

These days, professing belief in the Biblical account of
Israel’s miraculous redemption by G-d is very often met
with outright ridicule.  This situation reached its nadir
when a Conservative rabbi in Los Angeles told the press
that there was not one shred of evidence to prove the
Exodus had actually occurred.



He chose the Passover season to announce this to the
world.

If I had believed this, I would have contacted my obser-
vant Jewish acquaintances in Israel and told them that
there was no reason to rid the house of chametz, to put
away the matzah and forget about answering the four
questions posed by Jewish children for centuries on
Pesach.1

Why bother? A newspaper story had banished Moses to
the realm of myth populated by Santa Claus and the
Easter Bunny.

How could this be? Why would a son of Israel, in one
glib proclamation, wipe out thousands of years of
recounted history? To accept his words would render the
whole Passover Feast empty and artificial, if not null and
void. 2 To me, that act was tantamount to one of our U.S.
Congressmen stating that the founding of America and
the signing of the Declaration of Independence was
embellished by legend.  The skeptic might counter that
while we can offer the aforementioned document as
proof of America’s beginnings, no such evidence exists
for the Exodus account.

However, we do possess testimony that is ancient and
unchanged.  I am referring to The Torah, also called
the Five Books of Moses.  I would also add that it
served the same noble purpose as the legal instrument
drafted by our American forefathers.  For the Jewish
People the Torah is their Declaration of Independence,
Bill of Rights and Title Deed to the Land of Israel  —
all literally rolled into one.



G-d did something at Sinai that was unique in human
history.  He created a nation.  Every country since time
immemorial has emerged from migration, war, conquest
or human mandate.  Israel is the only nation formed by
and under the auspices of the Creator of time and space.
By declaring this, I have immediately positioned myself
as an extremist on the subject, for I have stumbled from
the straight and narrow of science to the intangible
regions of faith.

I have not written this book for those happy in the conceit
that everything taught by the rank and file of
archaeology is the truth and cannot be challenged.  I have
undertaken this task ever since I discovered that the
whole study of antiquity is simply a house of theoretical
cards built on shaky ground.  It is a modern framework
superimposed on the span of the centuries that is ill-
fitting and often incomprehensible.

This work is for those who have searched for answers
in publications like Biblical Archaeological Review and found
it a maddening experience.  Every new disclosure of
evidence that might broaden our view of the Bible’s
historical aspect is met with howling rebuttal.  Men of
science will remind us that it is the acid test of peer review
that allows discoveries to be granted a seal of approval
— but the seal is never granted.

A prime example is Tel Jericho, a site that possesses a
genuine Biblical pedigree.  It meets the geographic
criteria of the scriptural narrative and the excavated site
exhibits all the signs of a city demolished as described
in the book of Joshua.  Still, many scholars maintain that
the armies of Israel never destroyed Jericho.  British
archaeologist, Kathleen Kenyon, was the foremost
proponent of this view.  She believed that the ruins at



Jericho could not be dated to correspond with Israel’s
entry into the land.  However, her thesis was faulty from
the beginning.  Kenyon’s proposed date of this event was
pure conjecture and her conclusions were based not on
what she found at Jericho — but what she did not find!
Searching through her unpublished papers, researcher
Bryant Wood found that that the late Ms.  Kenyon did
indeed uncover pottery
from the time of the Israelite conquest.  But she chose to
ignore it.3

Those who march lockstep with Ms. Kenyon have created
an archaeological maze further complicated by a dating
system that is terribly flawed.

Let us turn our attention to ancient Egypt during the time
that the Exodus saga unfolded.  Surely an empire so
terribly impacted by this event should have a record of
it.  While the official line maintained by the
archaeological community dismisses the Exodus as a tall
tale, scholars (without realizing it) actually come to
conclusions that harmonize with the Biblical record.  In
the study of Egypt and the Exodus there are certain facts
that are hard to dispute, and they will be revealed in this
book.

This edition of  The Riddle of the Exodus is the culmination
of over eight years of research that I had done for my
television documentary of the same name.  I am a
professional researcher, who works with experts.
I am not a card-carrying archaeologist, but that does not
hinder me from being able to observe, analyze and
marshal data into what I hope is a coherent and readable
work.  I am not an archaeologist in the academic sense
of the word.  However, I could lay claim to that title as it
was originally coined in 1607.  In fact, as late as 1879, the



word was still defined as research that, “investigates by
studying oral traditions, monuments of all kinds, and
written manuscripts…” 4

Much of what we know (or think we know) about ancient
Egypt is still a matter of conjecture. That is why the
conclusions offered in this book are just as relevant as
those held sacrosanct by most academics.  Egyptology
and Archaeology have yielded some tangible but very
basic evidence from the past.  But we must be vigilant
for speculation passed off as fact.  John Anthony West,
a controversial figure in Egyptology, provides some
insight into the official view of the field he describes as:

“….in a state of constant ferment and revision,
though the outsider would never suspect it.” 5

As an outsider, I would offer the reader a very radical
thesis: the Exodus did not  take place in the New Kingdom
era of Rameses the Great.  Nor did it occur in the earlier
Middle Kingdom during the days of the Hyksos, the
so-called Shepherd Kings.  By going to the ancient Jewish
sources, however, we find tantalizing clues that take us
farther back in time, directly to the end of the Sixth
Dynasty, into the twilight of the Old Kingdom.  This is
an era that Bible scholars have completely ignored in
their search for the Exodus.

In the Sixth Dynasty, we discover Pharaoh Neferkare
Phiops II, who ruled longer than any king in Egyptian
history.  He was succeeded by his son Neferkare the
Younger, whose short reign was followed by Queen
Nitokerti, who may have been the first woman to sit on
the throne of Egypt.



The events which occurred in the days of these three
monarchs matches the account found in the Jewish
Midrash known as Sefer HaYashar.  The Old Kingdom
came to an abrupt close during the reign of Neferkare
the Younger.  Literally overnight, the powerful Egyptian
empire was brought to its knees and chaos was the norm
for hundreds of years.  Though Egyptologists cannot
agree on the reasons for this descent into calamity, the
Biblical narrative offers a compelling answer in its
graphic description of disastrous plagues, the demise of
the firstborn, the primogeniture-privileged class, the loss
of their elite cavalry and charioteers and an exiting labor
force.

You would rightly ask how a drama of such scope could
be missing from the Egyptian annals.  Yet, a tattered
document known as The Admonitions of an Egyptian Sage,
written in the final chaotic days of the Sixth Dynasty,
challenges the view that the Egyptians kept no record of
the Exodus and its profound impact.  The description of
disasters found in this ancient document closely parallels
the Biblical record in a manner that is both intellectually
astonishing and personally heartbreaking.

What of the most dramatic event of all — the Splitting of
the Sea?

A journey to the Egyptian town of Ismailia will lead to a
local museum that houses a nearly forgotten artifact.  It
is a black granite monument covered in hieroglyphs that
recount the drowning of Pharaoh’s army—from the
Egyptian point of view.

If the Exodus had never happened…if millions of
Hebrew slaves, accompanied by a mixed multitude, had
not departed Egypt in the wake of signs and wonders



and if they had not received the Torah at Mount Sinai,
then there would be no Jewish People.  You don’t need a
degree in theology to understand the further
ramifications.  Without the Jew and his Torah there
would be no Christianity or Islam.

Even though the Pentateuch is part of the canon of the
Christian Old Testament, some ministers will preach that
the New Testament has replaced or “fulfilled” it.  The
Moslem cleric will similarly insist that the Koran is the
final revelation given to Mohammed.  But they cannot
deny the basic historicity from Adam to Joshua as being
the first revelation from the Creator.  For millions of
Jews and Christians, the book of Exodus is an accurate
chronicle that details the release of the ancient Hebrews
from years of harsh Egyptian bondage and their eventual
birth as Israel — a nation then obliged to a nonhuman
taskmaster and laws largely grounded in this historical
liberation.

The Exodus experience is rooted at the very core of
Judaism.  If modern Israel and the Jewish people are to
fulfill their manifest destiny as a Light to the Nations,
then they must believe that their destiny was formed in
the crucible of the Exodus and that it was every bit as
authentic as the founding of the United States.



Endnotes

1 In preparation for Passover, the entire house must be rid of any trace of chametz or
leavening, whether on the floors or in food products.  The four questions are actually in
response to another question, “Why is this night different than all other nights?” (a)
Why on this night do we only eat unleavened bread? (b) Why on this night do we only eat
bitter herbs? (c) Why on this night do we dip them twice? (d) Why on this night do we
recline?

2 Ironically, the rabbi declared this from a synagogue called Temple Sinai.
3 Bryant G. Wood, “Did the Israelites Conquer Jericho?“ (Biblical Archaeological Re-

view, Mar/April 1990)
4 Barry Fell, America B.C., (Artisan Publishers, Muskogee, OK, 2001) p.30
5 John Anthony West, Traveler’s Key to Ancient Egypt, (Alfred A. Knopf, NY, 1988) p. xiii


